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Here is a complete repertoire and textbook for the older or adult beginner. Starting with material

appropriate for the first lesson, it moves rapidly through discoveries, music and activities equivalent

to The Music Tree and Levels 1 and 2. On completing the book, the student is ready for Level 3 of

the Clark Library. The book provides quantities of music, all of it selected or composed to appeal to

the older student -- Studies (introducing each of 65 new subjects), Repertoire (155 solos and duets),

Accompanying and Transposing (62 melodies to accompany and to transpose to all major and

minor keys), Sight Reading (107 one-line pieces that review each of the new discoveries and teach

sight reading skills). In addition, the 22 units in 208 pages include: Technical Exercises, Rhythm

Exercises, Written Work and Improvising. A Glossary at the end defines all new signs and terms

introduced throughout the book.
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Both my wife and I have been recommending this book for many years to adults wanting to learn the

piano. As part-time piano teachers, we found that the lessons progress at an very good pace for

most adults. The choice of songs used in the lessons are tasteful mixing both folk and classical

traditions. This book also works well for someone with some music reading background but no

previous piano playing experience. This book uses the classical approach and doesn't offer

instruction on specific styles like rock, jazz, blues, etc. Overall, I still think it's the best adult piano



method book that I've come across so far.

I've taught piano for many years. This is by far the best available. In reading a couple of the

comments, it appears that some have tried to use it as a self-teaching method. This just won't work,

and I don't know of any that will--no more than learning a foreign language from a book. You have to

be guided and shown by an experienced teacher. It was never the intent of this book to be a

self-teaching guide.The material presented is in done a logical and progressive way. The exercises

and repertoire are appropriate and well graded. I do find that some supplemental material is

appropriate. I generally use a combination of this method with the Keith Snell Theory books (1-2,3),

and the Francis Clark Piano Etudes books (1,2) work well to supplement the material in the book (by

the way, I have never found that practicing lots of 5-finger patterns along with Alberti base, thirds,

broken chord accompaniments, etc. ever heart anyone). I also add the Keith Snell Essential Piano

Repertoire books where appropriate. These slow down the core book and allow more time to

explain and develop style.

Frances Clark's beginner book moves you through a series of exercises that truly help develop both

dexterity for the adult learner as well as rapid sight reading improvement. I am very, very pleased

with my progress.

As a piano teacher, I like Music Tree and have used it my entire career. I gave this book 3 stars

because it moves very fast. Only use it if you have some previous musical knowledge. Also, the

print is very tiny. My eyesight is good but those notes are very, very hard to read.

Great book for both beginner and intermediate piano players. This book focuses on the

fundamentals and allows you to build your skills gradually, with structured exercises. I would

purchase this book again if I ever misplaced it!

It would be more helpful if the binding allowed the book to lie flat when open. It is really hard to keep

it propped open when trying to read the music. Otherwise the method is fun as it moves you around

the keyboard and challenges you to work your brain with many transposing exercises.

Great product for the adult beginner. The pace is pretty quick and doesn't patronize the learner, but

you really should have an instructor. It doesn't emphasize learning all the notes from the beginning



but key notes that you can build upon. Learning piano can be overwhelming, but this book tells you

what you need to know to start and builds on the the basics so it's actually easier to progress faster

and really feel like you are learning something. The exercises mix different skills so it will be easier

to do music from different books and not be stuck playing twinkle twinkle for the rest of your life. I

had a beginner keyboard book and didn't learn anything, but three lessons using this book and I

was already excited to start reading sheet music.

The font is very very small, but the book would come in two or three volumes if it weren't. I am using

this with a HS student who sings in a Jazz Choir. She wants to be able to play her part. She knows

a lot about music basics, so we can concentrate on the keyboard, technic, etc. I am a Frances Clark

fan and like her approach, reading intervals. This book uses a lot of her series for young beginners,

but it is in an adult format.
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